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In this paper the institutional role of the Latin Church and that of its clergy as 

producers, consumers and distributors of wine and foodstuffs will be examined and 

discussed. The source materials used are chiefly papal correspondence, although 

travellers' accounts, Episcopal wills, the records of the clergy responsible for collecting 

papal taxes from Cyprus and the records of the trial of the Templars on Cyprus is the 

years 1310-1311 are also utilized. The records of cereals and other alimentary products, 

wheat, barley, beans, cheeses, livestock, oil and wine, collected as rents or tithes by the 

Latin Church from various estates located in the dioceses of Paphos, Nicosia, and 

Limassol are valuable sources, especially when they also show how such foodstuffs were 

then distributed. To a more limited extent Genoese documentation from Famagusta and 

the records of Latin diocesan and provincial synods held on Cyprus are also employed, 

and they are particularly useful in showing how prohibitions on excessive drinking by the 

clergy were not always observed. One subject not examined in this paper is the 

agricultural production of Hospitaller estates on Cyprus, a topic that has been dealt with 

elsewhere. 

 


